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Cover Story By Heather Arias de Cordoba

hat does “influential” really mean? In every industry, a few people inarguably
are outstanding at what they do. The private club industry is no different. While

it’s never easy to define “influence,” some characteristics are certain – thought-leaders,
trailblazers, forward thinkers, visionaries…true leaders; words synonymous with those
who have been influential in this industry.

This is a first for BoardRoom magazine. With the help of industry experts BoardRoom
proudly presents 17 prominent and influential women in the private club industry. Some
are general managers, some vendors to the industry and others work within the indus-
try itself. But all are charismatic, energetic, creative and a force to be reckoned with. 

Hilda Allen, Sally Burns Rambo, Patricia Calder, Linda Carroll, Lisa Chris-Tietjen, Donna
Coyne, Sue Fiscoe, Sandra Frappier, LuAnne Giovanelli, Kathy O’Neal, Jill Philmon,
Rosie Slocum, Robyn Stowell, Beth Thiel, Crystal Thomas and Terra Waldron are a sam-
ple of outstanding women in the club industry. A special mention goes to Kathi Driggs
who because of her contribution to the club industry is being recognized in this issue as
a BoardRoom magazine lifetime achievement award nominee.

Females make up more than half the U.S. population, yet until very recently they’ve been
vastly outnumbered in the private club industry. The industry is changing and with the
help of these women and others like them, the club industry is taking a giant and posi-
tive step forward. Gandhi once said, “Be the change you wish to see in the world.”
Whether these influential women are familiar with the saying or not, they’ve taken the
words to heart. And we acknowledge their achievements. 






