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DOT EU DOMAIN NAME ALERT

European Union ministers recently created new top level .eu (pronounced “dot eu”) domain
names and have established the process for registration of such names. The registry will open
on December 7, 2005. The .eu domain names are intended to promote a European identity to
suppliers of goods and services and to challenge the dominance of the .com domain names.

The registration of .eu domain names is a complicated procedure and, in an effort to prevent
cybersquatting, will be conducted in phases or “Sunrise Periods.”

During Sunrise Period 1 (December 7, 2005 — February 7, 2006), public bodies and holders
of prior rights may apply for corresponding .eu domain names before any others. Importantly,
anyone who has a trademark or service mark that has been registered with one of the 25 European
Union member countries or has a registered Community Trade Mark (“CTM”) is eligible to register
a .eu domain name as a prior rights holder. Foreign owners of European registered trademarks
can obtain .eu domain names through a license agreement with a European entity.

During Sunrise Period 2 (February 7 — April 7, 2006), the holders of other prior rights, such
as trade names, unregistered trademarks, and company names that are protected under a
national law of a European Union member may register a .eu domain name. Once the Sunrise
Periods end, registration of .eu domain names will be open to everyone.

The actual .eu domain name that owners of prior rights can register must exactly match their
registered trademark(s) (Sunrise Period 1) or their European trade name, unregistered trade-
mark, or business name (Sunrise Period 2).

Registration of .eu domain names can only be made through officially-recognized providers.
Many recognized providers are already accepting pre-registrations, because when the Sunset
Periods begin, the principle of “first come, first served” will apply. It is anticipated that there
will be many conflicting .eu domain name applications. While there is an established dispute
process to assist with these conflicts, we advise you to pre-register your .eu domain name as
soon as possible, if you qualify to take advantage of the Sunrise Periods.

If you have a qualifying European registered trademark and are interested in applying for a

.eu domain name using the mark, or if you are interested in preempting others from registering
a .eu using your trademark, the HRO Intellectual Property Group can assist you. We have
relationships with a number of officially-recognized providers and an office in Munich,
Germany. We are prepared to help compile and prepare the necessary documentary evidence
for registration and assist you with the registration of a .eu domain name.

This article is a periodic publication of Holme Roberts & Owen LLP and should not be construed as legal advice or legal opinion on any
specific facts or circumstances, nor is it intended to address specific disclosure or compliance issues that may arise in particular
circumstances or provide an exhaustive discussion of the topics discussed herein. The contents are intended for general informational
purposes only, and you are urged to consult counsel concerning your own situation and any specific legal questions you may have.

For further information regarding the topics described herein, please contact any of the persons listed on the left side of this page by
telephone at (303) 861-7000 or by email at the addresses listed.

1700 Lincoln Street, Suite 4100 - Denver, Colorado 80203-4541
te/ 303-861-7000 - 72x 303-866-0200 - www.hro.com

DENVER BOULDER COLORADO SPRINGS LONDON LOS ANGELES MUNICH SALT LAKE CITY SAN FRANCISCO
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